The Incan empire was a pre-Columbian Andean civilization that dominated the west coast of South America since the 13th century. This was pending 1532 when the Spanish forces landed on modern day Peru’s northern coast that had led to the conquest of this rich civilisation. Conquistador Francisco Pizzaro, accompanied by Spanish officials that had aided Hernan Cortes in the conquest of the Aztecs, were at present to aid Pizzaro to conquer the Incans and there riches. The ease with which the Spaniards conquered the Incan Empire leaves many historians pondering how such a dominant Andean empire of the 13th century had suddenly collapsed. Assessing the characteristics and circumstances of the Incan society that contributed to the Spanish conquest is vital to develop a more in depth understanding of the context that may have aided to the Spanish conquest Of Incan Empire. An Empire that had spread throughout Peru, also parts of Chile, Ecuador, and Argentina. 

The Incan civil war can be seen as a circumstance of the Incan Society that had weakened the Empire thus aiding the Spanish Conquest of the Incas. Had the following events not occurred, it may have resulted in a much stronger resistance against the Spanish Forces. The Spanish led by Spanish Conquistador Francisco Pizzaro , accompanied by 168 men together with officials that aided Conquistador Hernan Cortes in the conquest of an additional Andean civilization in the Aztecs.

The Incan civil war preceded the death of Incan Emperor Huayna Capac
. Huayna Capac, the Incan Emperor died in 1527 due to the small pox epidemic, a epidemic that had decimated the Empire’s capital of Cuzco’s population. Prior to his death Huayna Capac had requested for a priest to test the potential candidates to obtain the heir to the throne as the Incan Emperor. If the signs were in favour of the candidate then he would be crowned the Incan Emperor
. Prior to the ceremony Huayna Capac had faced death leaving the priest to name Ninan Cuyuchi as the heir to his fathers throne, Although Emperor Ninan Cuyuchi had also fallen victim to the small pox epidemic that had claimed his father's life, thus claiming his own life presenting the heir to the next eligible candidate being Huascar. 

Once obtaining the throne Huascar had requested for the immediate return of Atahualpa his brother and also rival to the throne to return from his duties in the Quito in the north of the Incan Empire. Huascar enraged at the priest for leaving Atahualpa in the north of the Incan Empire with a sizeable army that he had the priest killed. Atahualpa at the time refusing to follow the emperor’s request undertook a campaign to suppress a revolt. Huascar infuriated by this, had an officer sent to Atahualpa’s terrain in the north to have Atahualpa’s wives and officers murdered
. Atahualpa captured the officer and had him killed, subsequently had Huascar’s officer made into a drum. Which he later sent to Huascar, further more infuriating the Incan Emperor resulting in a civil war to be declared. 

A range of battles had been engaged between Huascar’s and Atahualpa’s forces, the first battle of the civil war took place in Riobamba in Ecuador. Riobamba being a division of the Incan Empire governed by Atahualpa, Atahualpa succeeding in the battle took the advantage and progressed further south destined to reach Cuzco, the Incan capital where that his brother occupied. Atahualpa furthermore succeeded in defeating Huascar’s opposing forces in conflicts that proved to have been vital on his march to the Incan capital Cuzco. The battles at Cajamarca, Bombon and Ayacucho proved to be vital battles in the civil war that had been victorious by Atahualpa’s forces, allowing him to progress further south of Peru destined for Cuzco
. Atahualpa and his force of 80,000 soldier’s invaded Cuzco, succeeding in there attempt to take over the capital, they then wiped out Huascar’s followers and his family. Huascar was subsequently captured outside Cuzco in April 1532. Atahualpa had Huascar killed, thus making him the sole Incan Emperor.

Had this civil war not occurred prior to the Spanish Conquest, it might have resulted in a different fate for the Incan Empire. This may perhaps be seen as a deliberate exploit from Spanish Conquistador Francisco’s Pizzaro’s behalf, had he deliberately opted to move in on the Incan Empire as it was at a weakened state due to the disarray of the Incan people due to the political conflict that was the civil war. This is seen to have presented Pizzaro with a motif to furthermore infiltrate the Incan Empire in an attempt to conquer Peru and all its riches, thus succeeding in the conquest of the Incan Empire. 

Many characteristics of the Incan society can be assessed to evidently determine what had aided the Spanish to the conquest of Peru. Once characteristic that can be assessed is the Incan religion. Had there faith in there devotion to the sun god imminently aided the Spanish is up for debate.

The Incan religion, is all devoted to the sun god “Inti”, in whom which they believe is the ancestor of the Sapa Inca’s (Incan Emperor). The Incan emperor is untouchable and his decisions are final. 

The city of Cuzco was seen to be sacred place. It was a walled city, built in a valley in the midst of the mountainous terrains. Within Cuzco there were numerous plazas, temples, and buildings erected 3.350m above sea levels where this sacred city was situated
. At the centre of the city was where the Huacaypata or holy place was situated
, this was a plaza were numerous ceremonies had taken place. Most importantly this location contained the temple of Sun God “Inti”, a temple embedded with walls and ceilings which was covered with gold
. Gold was seen by the Incas as the sweat of the sun as silver was seen as the tears of the moon. The temple also showed a image of the sun God “Inti”, as a human face with rays of sunlight surrounding his face, other imagery covered in gold were evident most importantly the temple held a statue, with mixtures of ash from Incan Emperor hearts.

The Incans believed that the royal family where descendents from the Sun god Inti, his earrings made of gold discs, his clothing made of gold
. All represented the association that the emperor had with the Sun god, using his gold embedded clothing and accessories as a show of authority and devotion to there god. To re iterate the Incas strong beliefs and dedication to there religion, the first Spanish observers made comment that the Incas were so deeply involved with ceremonies and religion images and sacrifice, thus re iterating that the Incan society was one based on a strong belief for there god, "Inti".

Priests were seen as a major importance to the Incan society, a priest would have the authority to officiate numerous ceremonies, rituals, and sacrifices. Priests usually lived within the temples and shrines, priests were taken at a young age and taught by wiser priests on the way of the Incan religion, priesthood was endured for a lifetime and the priests would usually marry and live his life under the ruling of the emperor and the Chief Priest At the head of the priesthood was the Chief Priest of Cuzco, he had an overruling verdict on the removal and appointment of priests throughout the empire.

Priests throughout the empire performed sacrifices to the Gods on special occasions. Many things were used from the empire that was evident at a sacrifice ceremony, llamas, and guinea pigs, chichi, cocoa leaves. As the Aztecs, the Incas sacrificed daily for the appearance of the sun, a fire would be burning and the Incas would throw corn into the fire, whilst this occurred the priest and the Incan people would chant, “eat this lord sun”, or “ so that you know that we are your children” was also used throughout the ceremonies. On the first day of every month, 100 pure white llamas were sacrificed to the gods in order to please the sun so that they may be appearances from the sun throughout the month.

Llamas were not the only thing sacrificed; it is also known that the Incan people also sacrificed humans in extreme circumstances. 200 children would be sacrificed when there was a new emperor appointed to the throne, when the empire had endured defeats, shortage of food supply and also when there were plagues. This all called for the sacrifice of human blood to the sun god Inti. 

Such a devotion to there sun god Inti could be seen as the reason to how easily the Incan Empire were conquered. Had they been so caught up in pleasing their god that they thought he would deal with the Spaniards infiltrating the Empire? Like the Aztecs, the Incans were limited on informative resources, initially they had thought that the Spanish were ancestors from previous gods, and that the Spaniards, being white skinned was seen as a sign that they were untouchable; the limited supply of information in the early period of the conquest could have without doubt been exploited via the Spanish. It is well-known that the Spanish had also infiltrated the Incan empire in an attempt to convert the Incans to Christianity, this is known to historians that at the battle of Cajamarca, Francisco Pizarro’s and his Spanish bishop, Friar Vincente de Valverde, had handed the Incan emperor Atahualpa with a bible and asked the emperor  convert to Christianity, thus when the ambush of the emperor occurred, following the actions of disrespect that the Incan emperor represented after he had thrown the bible to the floor, that the Spanish moved on to capture the Incan Emperor Atahualpa for not accepting the request to convert to Christianity, thus conquering the Incan Empire.

The Incas had a society full of wealth. The Incans and there wealth ultimately conquered by the Spaniards in 1532 by leadership of Conquistador Francisco Pizarro. The characteristics of there society that can be analysed is the social structure. It is of importance for historians to analyse the social structure, to unveil whether there could have been unrest from civilians in the lower classes to aid the Spaniards in the conquest.

The hierarchy of the Incan Empire was a social structure that had the Sapa Inca (Incan Emperor) and the Coya (the queen) at the pinnacle of the hierarchy and then followed by there royal family
. Once the emperor had died, his family would remain at the top of the social structure and would be acknowledged to be still part of the association with sun god inti. When an Incan Emperor has died, he still ruled the land in which he had conquered, so it was up to the new Incan Emperor to conquer additional land in order for him to become powerful and rich off his own territory.

The Incan Empires was a federalist system that consisted of four provinces determined by geographical location, Chinchaysuyu (N-W), Antisuyu (N-E), Qontisuyu (S-W) and Qollasuyu (S-E)
. These provinces were governed by Incan Officials that were responsible to educate there military, look after there citizens and settle disputes with corresponding provinces
. 

The Incan Society had four Social Classes, the Inca, Royalty, Nobility, and Ayllu. The Inca class was a class that was consisting of one person being the Incan Emperor. The Royalty class would consist of the Coya (Queen), the Auqui being the Incan Emperors sons, Royal Panacas being any first blood relatives of the Incan Emperor. The following class was the Nobility which consisted of relatives to the Incan Emperor that were not of first blood relation and Incans that had attained a distinction through there services for example priests and high chiefs. The Ayllu was the lowest of social classes; it consisted of general public, slaves from conquered lands and servants that were prisoners.

The social classes were a high divisional hierarchy that distinguished Incans, being that the classes rarely associated with one another. This was together with the women of the Incan Empire. They were generally married between the ages of 12- 14
, trial marriages in the Incan empire were of norm.  If the trial marriage did not work out for either party, then he or she was permitted to leave the arrangement and return to their parents. However, once the marriage had been made official there was no case for divorce unless the woman was childless. Women mostly married Incan male in there own social class, rarely did an Incan women marry a man of a higher class neither did a male look downward on the social structure to discover himself a spouse. 

The social structure of the Incans was very organized, whether it was a contributing factor is up to debate between historians. However, it is concluded that this alone could not have been the overwhelming characteristic of the Incan Empire that had led them to such an easy defeat. 

After assessing the following characteristics and circumstances of the Incan Empire, Many Historians are left pondering the question of how such a dominant empire was so easily defeated. It is clear to many that the Incan civil war had taken its toll, considering that the Civil war had ended 3 months prior to the meeting between the Incan Emperor and the Spanish officials were the Emperor was captured, thus ending the complete ruling of the Incas. The number of casualties from the civil was also amassed to what concluded on the Incan Empire to be in a weakened state. Also the confusion in which the war brought to its people is overwhelming, had followers of previous Incan Emperor Huascar decided not to aid the new emperor in battles between the Spanish is a characteristic that must be considered.  

It is also known to Historians that the Incas were at a disadvantage towards the Spanish in correspondence to technology that was used in there armies. It is quite clear that the Andean civilizations were of no chance against the vastly technologically advanced Spanish as they had iron compared to bronze that was of the Incas. 

In conclusion, the major characteristics and circumstances that aided the Spanish to such an easy conquest had been the political civil war and the military technology that the Spanish acquired. 
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